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CHAPTER ONE

LEGACIES OF SLAVERY:
COMPARISONS OF LABOUR AND CULTURE

PATRICK MANNING

Legacy as a Dimension of History

_ The past is gone and will not return, yet it weighs on our lives toda It
influences not only the facts of our existence but the interpretation we iv}; to
them. The work of historians, therefore, is not only to study the past itselfgbut to
assess the legacy of the past. This second task of historians, the assessn’nent of

legacy, is made more complex by its dependence on both the past and the
The case of slavery — the legacy it has passed on to succeeding

summarize in terms of labour and culture), the roles of slave life (those who
were slaves, masters, and those who were neither), the geographical range of
slavery (the Atlantic world of Africa and the Americas, but also the Il%d‘o

Ocean and the Pacific), and the passage of time (from the ;noment of capturel?;
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the moment of emancipation, and beyond that to the achievement of

. rehabilitation) This exploration of historical legacy, while distinct from study of
- the past for itself, is predicated upon knowledge about several aspects of the

past. That is, I note the differences between studies of the origins, the
development, and the end of a historical phenomenon such as slavery, and how
each of these approaches differs from the study of historical legacy.' The origin
of a phenomenon, such as the origins of slavery or the origins of slavery ip a
given territory, focuses on the search for beginnings. In thi.s case, Fhe ri51_ng
phenomenon is set in the context of that which came before it. Questions arise
about the time frame of .those earlier influences: thus one may distinguish the
proximate causes for the origins of slavery and the ultimate causes. The
development of a phenomenon—the persistence, transformation, maturation,
and interactions of the phenomenon over time—encompasses the many facets of
the phenomenon’s operation. For the case of slavery, one investigates how it has
developed and transformed, perhaps in interaction with other aspects of life and
history in the same period. The end of a phenomenon—in this case the end of
slavery through long struggles for abolition and emancipation—traces the
decline of and perhaps the successor to the phenomenon. The end of slavery was
a particular sort of development, but its analysis too focuses on the
contemporaneous changes within slavery and also the interaction of slavery and
other social processes.

The legacy of a phenomenon, then, draws on the understanding of the origin,
development and end of that phenomenon, plus its significance for later times.
Surely, the experience of slavery has influenced society after the end of slavery,
but the time frame is variable and complex. The legacy of slavery in the
immediate post-emancipation era might have been rather different from the
legacy of slavery in times two centuries after emancipation. At least as
complicated is the question of which aspect of slavery one selects in considering
its legacy: that is, the establishment of slavery, the maturation of institutions of
slavery, and the end of slavery were distinct factors that each had their own
legacy in later times, but they also combined to provide a more complex overall
legacy :

The interaction of history and legacy can bring results that may appear
surprising. In particular, as I argue, it is questions about the legacy of slavery
that have sustained interest in the history of slavery. Today’s need to know
about the legacy of slavery continues to provoke new questions and deeper
research into the historical past of slavery. Why do the descendants of slaves
encounter obstacles to enjoying full citizenship in modern nations? Does slave
ancestry provide a lasting stigma, passed on to subsequent generations? Does
conomic growth require social oppression, so that the exploitation of slaves
Was a necessary stage of human progress? These questions arise repeatedly, not
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only because of the specifics of slavery, but because slavery—the subjugation of
people into abject submission before their owners—serves as a compelling
metaphor for all the social problems of inequality and oppression. Thus, when
ethnic groups, women or wage workers complained of their mistreatment, they
commonly expressed a parallel between their situation and that of slaves. These
are reasons why the study of slavery has remained of interest. And thus it is that
issues of historical legacy, arising in society today, create new questions about
the past. In addition, I argue, the aspects of the legacy of slavery that have
sustained the most attention are questions of labour and culture. For instance,
the question of the relative need for oppression and hierarchy in social question
is a question about labour; the problem of the stigma remaining for those
associated with enslaved status is a cultural issue.

The Legacy of Slavery: Past Assessments

In the ample historical literature on slavery, concern for the legacy of slavery
has always been prominent. Slavery has long been officially eliminated, but its
past has remained important from generation to generation because its evolving
legacy is always with us, providing a standard for assessing the world as it
changes from year to year. As I will seek to show, the evolution of the historical

I begin with the 1930s-40s, when writers in North America, South America,
and the Caribbean wrote considerations of the legacy of slavery. Books by
Gilberto Freyre on Brazil and Aguirre Beltrdn on Mexico sought to conciliate,
arguing that the past of slavery had evolved into a non-discriminatory present.’

from the impact of slavery or from African survivals* Frazier treated the
distinctive aspects of Black culture in North America as remnants of slavery,
and argued that African experience had been lost in the transition. Herskovits
argued that some of Black culture was a survival of African culture, and sought
therefore to add respect for Africa and respect for Black Americans. These were
assessments of the cultural legacy of slavery.

W. E. B. DuBois analysed labour in the experience of North American
emancipation, focusing on the productivity of Black labour and the occasional
alliances between Black and White labourers. Eric Williams argued that the
effects of Caribbean slavery helped build industry in England and then led
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industrialists to join the anti-slavery moveme.n’t.5 He. too emphagze;ih thit:
roductivity of Black labour, this time in the Br1t1§h Caribbean, arguing tha
féd by steps to industrial advance and to emancipation. These were assessments
i lavery. .
of t}’lfilzcgtfrrxactiei?c\}{/gflz \Z’al;yll brought Cold War confrontation, ’b’ut it also
brought renunciation of the racial policies of the Axis powers, and4fqlcxl¥t6;]tted thg
rise of powerful social movements delnandmg the_ ex.tensmn of civil rig ts :gd
demanding national independence for colom'al tenltorlgs. These 1nov§1nte}rlx sU A
their critique of Empire brought an outpouring o_f studies of slavery 1121 the S.O%
and then in the UK. and France, They bec'aune linked to the new tec mqpt; o
economic and social history. Stanley Elkms’. study of U.S. slavery, wi jlth
psychological emphasis, relied on comparison of slave planta;lon§ w "
concentration camps of World War II. Eugene Genovese a.nc.1 John B asls'mgamd
articulated the logic of slave communities, the one emphasizing paterna 1Csil_n an ;
the other emphasizing the agency of slaves.® At t'he same time, s}:u 11e936 0o
quantitative economic history arose during the booming economy of t e;? o IS«Z
and pursued a retrospective analysis of slavery. For the U.S., the stud}fl- S o 0 id
William Fogel and Stanley Engerman argued that slavery was pr(i) itable ihe
viable, and that slave welfare was protected, and brogght fierce de atei:?fond
last point.” Philip Curtin’s census of the transatlantic .slave trade lc; e:el 2110
regional and temporal breakdown of slave trade, prgpqs;ng an overall total o
just under ten million captives who reached the Amerl'cas.. o
The 1970s and 1980s followed up these §tudles in several d;rec’uonsCi
Quantitative social history spread to the plantations of all the Alnérlcas, an
studies of the volume of slave trade addressed most of thf? slave-trading p;)wers
and most regions of the Atlantic.” Ralph Austen made estu'nates of thle0 vo un;les
of slave trade across the Sahara, the Red Sea, gnd the .Indlan Ocean.” Another
group, in which I was included, began exploring the impact qf sla\{e tradetﬁn
African populations.'' Historians and anthl.ropcl)zloglsts began mvgstlgatllng e
institutions and processes of slavery in Africa. ' Gendered analy51§ of s zvetlﬁf,
long neglected, began to get serious atteptlon both fqr Africa an g
Caribbean.”” In response to the wave of studies of slavery in t‘he Atlantic an
Africa, studies began appearing on slavelr‘%/ and slave trade in the Ottoman
ire, in Russia, and in the Indian Ocean.,
Em};}i’ 1inrlportcance of slavery in history came to be confirmed 'by the1
importance of slavery’s legacy. Slavery came to l?e updqstgod as an ‘mtegra
aspect of the human past, rather than a “peculiar institution” at the fringes of
history. In response, organized reference works and surveys gf slavery came to
b i mpiling an annual bibliography of works
e set up. Joseph C. Miller began co piling 12 o
on slavery and slave trade, published in Slavery .anrd Abolition, an then
published three successive editions of a worldwide bibliography subdivided by
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region, time period, and topic.'® The volume of the Atlantic slave trade, a topj
of Lact‘lve research and debate since Philip Curtin’s 1969 Censz’zs s
periodically summarized, for instance in a 1989 article by Paul Lovejoy fe ¥§S
;;xg stage was the compilation of an electronic database including recc;rds o?
,000 known slave-trade voyages across the Atlantic, with data and estimate
oln the number of persons transported.'” As a further stage, encyclopaedias oi‘
fe:zﬁzs a;r?d th; sllave_ trade appeared, making it easier for general readers,
i« SIave;y' 14 scholars 1n other fields to access summaries of the scholarly record
But the compilation of data on well-researched aspects of the history of
slavery did not prevent the expansion of research into new aspects of slavery fn
Fhe 1990s, the focus of contemporary society and scholarship turned to cuﬁfu.r 1
1ssues. When applied to the heritage of slavery, this approach posed questi y
on the cultural autonomy of slave communities, For nstanoe

: 1
Amell.*lca:’s. 2%tudms of the dynanncs of culture gave attention to the process of
greo 1zation.” Such analys1s‘ of cultural interactions among geographically
i1spersed, enslaved populations encouraged the adoption of the formal

Sc')tvzr.archmg framewqu for interpretation.' Within this diaspora framework
thu 1;5 of the emancipation of slaves, in the Americas and in Africa showeci
at the end of slavery was as complex as the expansion of slavery.? ’

lega\;};l otf slavelzy grew steadily in the last half of the twentieth century
at was the social structure of “legacy” in this era of expanding soci
schplarly attention to slavery? Was “the legacy of slavery”pan actual oo

however,
“legacy” itself tends to chan i
. : ge along with contemporary social issue
with chgngmg knowledge about the past. »nd along
.Hav1r.1g copmdered in this section the legacy of slavery as it has been seen at
vanous times in the past, I turn next to documenting the legacy of slavery as it is
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seen today. This assessment will address, in more detail, four principal issues:
the technique of comparison as a way of learning about the past and assessing
its impact on the present; the currently engaged debates on slavery and its
legacy; a regional focus on slavery in Asia, the Indian and Pacific Oceans; and
the practice of slavery as seen at the global level. In each case, I will discuss the
accumulated knowledge about slavery, and assess its significance for present-

day society.
Comparisons among Experiences in Slavery

The accumulated volumes of studies in slavery combine to reflect a major
advance in the practice of comparative history. Such scholarship confirms that
historical comparison is not a single method, but a range of interconnected
approaches held together by the notion of the historical case and the case study,
but also taking explicit account of the existence of other cases. Analysis of the
volume and distribution of slave trade, launched by Curtin’s 1969 study and
pursued in many works thereafter, has brought about a much clearer sense of the
regional specificity and interregional links of slave trade: we now have
systematic detail on the various trading powers, various exporting and importing
regions, and time periods. Studies of individual plantations or regional
plantation systems came to be compared with each other. Such comparative
work led, for instance, to multiple studies on slavery in the Chesapeake and to
studies of African plantations comparable to plantations in the Americas.” The
collection of parallel data on slave societies made it feasible to compare nearby
or closely similar cases, such as Guadeloupe and Martinique, but also to
compare distant and distinctive cases, such as Mauritius and Trinidad

Some authors prepared regional studies in implicit comparison to the wider
literature: Joseph Miller’s study of Angola in the Atlantic world confirmed the
magnitude of its slave exports and showed the sharp contrasts in the
demography, commercial structure, and social organization of Angolan slave
trade as contrasted with West African slave trade.”” An outstanding case of a
comparison in which a similar research design is used for analysis of several
cases is that of Barry Higman’s study of the years 1808-1838: this study extends
Higman’s previous analysis of Jamaica to a systematic comparison of sixteen
territories in the British Caribbean.”® The logic of comparison in studies of
slavery became so compelling that it resulted in the publication of numerous
collective volumes, in which the reader is invited to make comparisons among
the studies, often with the aid of an introduction linking them.” Overall, the
field of slavery studies has become a model for comparative study in social and

€conomic history.
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Comparative work has made jt possible to write an intelligible overview of
plantation slavery throughout the Atlantic region.?® Comparison locates a range
of analogies within the system: for instance, the existence of maroon societies in
Africa as well as in the Americas; the conditions of slavery after slave trade has
been halted; and certain parallels in the problems of post-emancipation
societies.?’ But comparison also highlights the differences—such as the contrast
between the mostly male slave society of the Americas and the mostly female
slave society of the Old World. Even then, the analogies recur: American slave
society had its mostly-female sector, in the households of wealthy owners and in
the cities. Overall, the study of slavery has brought expanded comparison and
of major issues. Further, the

Debates on Slavery: Labour and Culture

The comparative research on slavery continues to be accompanied and
moved ahead by a series of debates. The most prominent and general debate has

yielding the biggest
changes. A forthcoming second edition of the Eltis et al. CD-ROM will show a
substantial increase in slave trading voyages for the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries.” While the total number of captives who landed in the Americas is
thus coming to be known in some

one part of the Americas to another, such as
from Curagao to Cartagena and then to Pery. Third, one can attempt equivalent
estimates of the flows of slave trade (and the magnitude of slave populations)
within Africa and from Africa to the north and east.’!
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A second debate has focused on the profitability of slavetry aréd, 17(1)ore
lly, the contribution of slavery to the modern economic order. One
B or (};% this debate stems from Eric Williams’ 1944 contention that. the proﬁ.ts
If)r(:)l;:x(')]lollantauions of the British Caribbean contributed té) thc; 'Caplst:; ;?;;Zﬁdt }112
i on textile factories. A second portion om th
zzrlz:ftligrgl ﬁ?ﬁg:f;idcgggennan in 1974 that the proﬁtabili}t]y of plf'il?tsg?tl;s (1)r11?
ican South was equal to but not greater than the profita
gfsixia?se:nterprise elsewhere in the Uniteq St?.teS. For both these 1s.suetsﬁederli);t:s
in the 1970s tended to minimize the mgmﬁcan_ce of slavery malon Wiﬂ%
industrial system. Reformulation fofl the qil;ei;::n;,gh}tl::;ﬁge;h ; niniteemh
mition of the pervasiveness of slavery . d ni :
Zﬁgflﬁs led to I:/arious sugge§tions t_hat slavew was n;?ee?a :;%nlﬁcant in
economic change generally and in industrial expansion in pa: 'lcuh .d i for
A third set of debates has centred on efforts to explain the ‘dem | for
African slaves and the supply of African glaves: On thg ckman;i s1l e:[ ?Iilan}sl s
has focused on the profitability and lalilour mtensfltyltof n;;n;:g] :Eouﬁ 2:11] papl<i)es o
cco, and indigo; on the shortage o altern: : !
ilrii?irfgg; populations %eclined; and on the relative 1mmun1t.}(/j of Af;’lcaia;lsh :;
diseases of both temperate and tropical zones. On the supply si e(:i, anz_tt}yl/s as
focused on the transportation cost for humans as comparef | wi 31 her
commodities; on the comparative value of !qbour as given by A rican mzfrica
of production; and on the relative availability of enslaveq pcrsons1 in Afr'cé
John Thornton’s controversial thesis that slavery was Wldc;gprea mt Afri ;
before trans-Atlantic contgg:t has been debated both as an empirical question an
i ical position, .
® aX lé?rltgg;:? orf) debates focuses on the nature a}nd dynamics of s!ave cult;llre,
especially in the Americas. The altemgtive positions talgen bl}; var1]0111]s£i ag;; Ot;r;
give emphasis to the survival of practlces‘from the African 01]:'6 a . amone
slave populations overseas; the suppression of .ancestral prac 1cest e
imposition on slave populations of culture designed by the master ct:icesT
syncretism, an eclectic mix of African and other (psually Europegn) pralcl i
creolisation, a somewhat more purposeful selection among various cultura
traditions in a new setting; improvisation, in whigh the emphamg is c})ln thzg
development of new cultural forms that evokg earlier ones; anc'1 still ot e;s.
Other cultural debates focus on the identification of ethn{c, racial, and colour
mixes and hierarchies in slave and slave-descended popul'a.tlons.

A fifth set of debates addresses questions of the apolmon of sla\{e trac}e a}nd
the emancipation of slaves. David Brion Davis hgs written several prlze-vymnigg
volumes on the place of slavery and abolitign in Westem_ thought, t;saingth e
development of abolitionist thinking in Britain and_ the Umted' States. rg»] e]:
trend within the literature emphasizes the activity and impact of Blac
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abolitionists, including their philosophical, political, and pan-Africanist
activities.® Seymour Drescher hag emphasized the place of the anti-slavery
movement in the expansion of representative politics in Britain, 3’

A sixth major area of debate is on the character and extent of slavery in
Africa, its changes during the course of the centuries, and the linkages and
parallels of slavery in Africa with slavery in the Americas and elsewhere in the

was the case on plantations of the Americas.

These debates, while they are ongoing and while they leave much to be
determined, have clarified Some major patterns in the history of the last several

Asia and the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the History
of Slavery

Asia, the Indian Ocean, and the Pacific, long neglected in the study of
slavery or at best studies through isolated instances, are now being reinterpreted
as part of a world in which slavery had far-reaching significance, both direct and
indirect. Occasional studies have added significantly to the documentation of
Asian and Pacific slavery, though some of them have treated slavery as an
isolated, local phenomenon. More generally, the understanding of slavery in
Asia and the Pacific has been restrained by the dual problem that historians of

The most effective demonstration of the extension of slavery beyond the
Atlantic world is Markus Vink’s 2003 article on the Dutch slave trade of the
Indian Ocean in the seventeenth century. In addition to presenting a rich
bibliography and describing the flows of captives from Southeast Africa, India,
and Java to sparsely populated regions throughout the Indian Ocean, Vink
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timates that this Indian Ocean slave trade, in the se.venteenth centu?;, had a
ool of 15% to 30% of the Atlantic slave trade in the same era. Many
voltflne tudies had sunk into obscurity.*’ One interesting exception is the .1900
o Sof Indonesian slavery by H. J. Nieboer: his argument that vthe ratio of
f;lnrgeé population determined whether slavery would arise, was plc}cedallﬁ)ogy
Evsey Domar as a basis for a theory of slavery that be.came popg art Of thi

conomists.*’ But the analysis of the Netherlands East Ind1<?s droppe ou e
fheoretical discussion, and in any case, Nieboer chose to give no .men’um]] a ti}i]
to the Dutch-directed system of plan?ation s]av'ery, analys;ng1 on ywerz
surrounding ethnic groups on tl;le asimlq}itlon tﬁatC tti};i:r c;sfyzttumgii : Olsn angn ore

independent of each other. ater colle ‘

}:;fizgl nsl}(rlstgms of slavery, edited by James L. Watsgn, drew att.tentlc::lrllaiot }‘::e
cultural variety of their42institutions and offered tentative suggestions v
mlgﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁiﬁzggﬁjs]avery and slave trade on the east coast of Africa, in
contrast, benefited from two fine studies by.Frederlck Cooperdamdd ‘tAgdbul
Sheriff, followed by a collective volume on Indian Ocean slave tr;ai e ef 112 A y
W. G. Clarence-Smith.” Suzanne Miers sought to gxtend the? study 01 1s }xl/ax
and slave trade into the Arabian peninsula,.whclere itis knovsfn in geﬁera ) ve
been extensive, but met with little cooperation in her analym.s. qu the otc.eans,t N
contrast, Janet Ewald was able to gather documt?ntatlon 111ulstra 1ng~th e
pervasiveness of slavery in maritime labour for the Indian Ocean, a4 :)ng with 1
gradual transformation into various forms of subaltern wage .labour. -

For Asia, the Indian and Pacific Oceans, slave;ry did not .deve.op c:
prominence it was to have in the Americas and Africa. Slavery m1 tgls greaii
region overlapped and competed with Vario'us other 'forms of unfrele ba 1ot:r ;};5
with wage labour and independent peasantries. In thl.S regard, t}}e global s utl ;
of indentured labour by David Northrup and Hugh Tm}cer prov1§e an Tportan
comparative angle, as does the analysis of the sugar mdqstry in SOEt X?S. ern

China by Sucheta Mazumdar.** New discussion on the history of the ' r]t(;qari

diaspora in the Indian Ocean promises to expand knowledge of slavery in tha

region.*

Slavery Viewed at a Global Scale

The exploration of comparisons, debates, and neglected regions in ‘cheI study
of slavery leads logically to consideration of slavery on a global scale.ldn qge
Sense, to speak of global analysis is to consider an encompassing, world-wide
System of forced labour; in another sense, global ar}aly51s can be seen as an
extended version of comparison. The latter, comparative approach to the global
is more fundamental; that is, to explore the local and regional experiences of
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sustained
a global

regional experiences are interacting constituents. In particular,
comparison can reveal the dynamics that have reverberated through
system.

Indeed, slavery can now be seen to have grown, by the eighteenth century,
into a global system of forced labour. That is, Africans were taken west to the
Americas in large numbers, and served in bondage in a highly commercialized
economy that sustained interactions among the colonies. Much smaller numbers

system” of forced labour is appropriate in that these Systems of slavery, while
regionally distinctive, were not isolated. The continual movement of slave
labourers from one part of this system to another responded to the relative prices
of slaves in different regions, and served to spread the techniques of exploitation
from place to place.

Under pressure of the emancipation movement, slavery declined in some
regions of the Americas in the early nineteenth century, though it expanded in
others. As European demand for African slaves declined in the nineteenth
century, so also did the prices of slaves on the African coast: this effect rippled
around the continent, and slave prices fell in every region. At the lower prices

prices only fell so far. Overall,
nineteenth century. I estimate that the number of Black slaves in the Americas

3
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d sub-Saharan Africa rose from about ten million in ISQO to seranteen million
o 1850.*7 At the same time, slavery was also expanding in the _Mlddle East and
1Snuthea'st Asia. As a result, the area of the world in which slav<.31‘y1 was

'Oniﬁcant was near to half the surface of the earth. Indeed, the surviva qnh
e ion of slavery brought steady reaction by enslaved popglatlons, whic
eXpansted with movements of serfs, conquered nations, subordlpated women,
;Tlsdortl}?e nascent movements of wage workers into a great set of interconnected
n.
mo‘a?}ll?sengo%;lm:}?:r(;&z?Oof slavery was recognized by nincteenth—cgntury
abolitionists as they waged their campaign for emancipat?on. Th‘e suppress;?; é);f
most (but not all) systems of slavery, however, alloyved its prevu;us nil;}z ey
to be forgotten. Perhaps it is the more fully gl.obahised nature o socf 2/1 Lod
that makes it easier to see the global interactions in past systems toOlS v ;2;.
Today’s globalization is new, but paradoxmal.l)_r its newness gives us to sto see
that our contemporary system of global 1npb111ty in labour is noft sio nelaf)our,
clear antecedent existed two centuries ago in the global system of slave .

Views of the Legacy of Slavery

The world of today is highly contradictory: we preach as never ;efore_:tiz:;
ideology of human social equality, yet gxpandmg econc_nmch 1spa;1S *
undermine any hope for equality in material life and perhaps in other z;;e ;S
life. This contradiction, in which the hope for fu.rther emancipation lls offse ch
the expansion of relative deprivation, keeps alive the image of s ayer}{——th
extreme form of inequality in the past—as a metaphor for mquah‘tyI in the
present. Study of slavery in our past is thus gugranteeq a lasting p ac}f ‘1,2
scholarly interest because it addresses at once, the ideological change we ha ¢
undergone in renouncing slavery, the pervasiveness of labour explmtatll?n, apl
the cultural transformation and discrimination brought by systems of socia
mecglzt?;nd tension in the legacy of slavery is the natuf’e of today"‘s lf,r;kgge to
past slavery. Is the study of past slavery about “the other” or about “us™? Do Wg
see ourselves as the descendants of slaves? As the descendants of slave owners?
As unrelated to the past of slavery? Implicit answers to these questions ?re
forced into the open as the discussion of slavery becomes more open and pub 110,
for instance through the creation of monuments, museums, apd film
documentaries to commemorate the experience of slavery. .In the Atlantic woﬂd,
the sites of museums and permanent exhibits include Liverpool (the leac.hr.lg
British slave-trade port), Virginia, and Ghana. Major conference§ and.exllqub;]ts
have taken place in Nantes (the leading Frencb slave-trade p“c;rt), in Ou1d§1 (t de
leading West African slave-trade port), and in New York.* Others exist an
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more are being planned.* Those who create and view such exhibits necessarily
reflect on the relationship between their own lives and the lives of those in the
world of slavery.

In my opinion, the study of slavery is best seen as about “us”, though the
meaning of “us” necessarily changes. For some, it is “us” as descendants of
those enslaved. For others, it is “us” ag descendants of those who held slaves,
in the present, however, it is “us” as members of societies that
relied earlier on slavery. That is, we all share the general heritage of slavery
brought by the effect of slavery in modifying the economic conditions and the
social and cultural relations of the past, and especially during the eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century height of slavery as a socio-economic system. In
addition to this general heritage, some groups and individuals can trace a more
specific legacy because of their ancestry in enslaved or slave-owning
communities.

However we identify ourselves in regarding the past of slavery, a clear set of
questions arises for investigation: How are we to respond to past injustice? Ig
there anyone now alive who bears responsibility for past injustice? How is
society today influenced by the past of slavery, or indeed by the consequences
of ending slavery? The underlying issue is how to identify and appropriately
renounce the evil and misfortune of past slavery, rather than hide from jt.

Two examples of well-known writings reveal the complexities of addressing
the legacy of slavery. Paul Gilroy’s The Black Atlantic provides a lively analysis
of post-emancipation Black culture in the North Atlantic, treating it as a
“counter-culture of modernity” which has been formative of major trends in the
dominant English-language culture.®® The book has been very successful in
revealing cultural creativity and transmission across racial boundaries, and the
term “Black Atlantic® has been widely adopted. Yet Gilroy’s approach
downplays references to the era of slavery and to Africa in any era: his
framework celebrates the recovery from slavery without addressing slavery

More recently, the historian
attention in France
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hooses the path of dividing past and present worlds into numerous cmlnpzthi
c gups rather than emphasizing the links among populafuons 1.nlx]/f3 V,zf '1a
flravery' interpreting the significance of the enslaved populatl}cl)ns :}vllt ,I’I‘l A rlllgzy
‘ i them as “us” or “the other”.
i according to whether one sees : .
dg;t;firsn the arguments of Gilroy and Pétré-Grenouilleau shouldlbe. unffif;lrgttc:)cis
. ) i i itions; sis of his
i deological positions; as analy 4
nce as academic analyses and as i .
Z;g legacy. If ideology is supposed to be expunged from the study of history, it
is certainly integral to the study of legacy. ' .
® C‘?l“he izteractions of history and legacy are not simply about 1%6?1:5;i
however, they can also provide knowledge. Scholars of slhavery lopg ee ;f rod
, i i te support. But the experienc :
lavery could not survive without Sta : _ °NCE
:?vfnsty-ﬁrz century shows that slavery can be remventeq wherever 1nd1v1dualli
can obtain power over others who are isolated from social 1or éegal supposr;.ive
{ icipation in past slavery involved no exce
has been argued that participation in p  excessive
iolati i i t its hierarchy became the norm in :
violation of human rights, in tha ‘ 1 cties
d sanctioned by law. Slavery
here slavery was generally accepted and ¢ _ in-
Viresen‘[ howrgver, can have no such justification, and yet we ﬁl'ld it erupting in a
5ariety,of social situations.”> Our ample evidence of slavery in the present, 13
which it is totally illegal, suggests a revised perspectn;le on t?e past. %fcctzzérsm
i h of slavery in the past was con
observations tend to confirm that muc’ : ond
just as the operation of a different social system, but as wilful exploitation of the
owerless by the powerful.
P The histzry of slavery tells us that, for much of the world, the passage froin
the fifteenth to the twentieth century was not a voyage of smooth a(livancen 0
modernity; rather it included horrible reverses and 1rretrleyab}e waste for mat g,
redemption for a few, and drastic reallocation of society’s b'eneﬁt.s to the
advantage of others. Modern nations developed out ’of substantial rellaélce 01;
slave labour. Even more clearly, modem ideas of individual freedom a;l eqllha
rights evolved in part out of reaction against glgv_eg. These lessons from the
past provide us with some indication of the possibilities of the future.

Notes

! Patrick Manning, Navigating World History: Historians Create a Global Past (New
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003), 184. ,

One spefks also of “heritage™: that term is partly a synonym for legacy, but'I thmktthz
heritage conveys a more positive spin, emphasizing the past that a commumt]y Wap ] ©
hold on to, while legacy refers a bit more generally to the present results of pa:

phenomena.
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